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Announcement to librarians and library trustees: 


In this, our first issue of Illinois Libraries, we take a 
new departure with the end in view of establishing a closer 
and more helpful relationship between the State Library and 
the public libraries of Illinois. 


During the last two years, due principally to the affect 
of the Library Relief Fund, public libraries in the State have 
been in closer contact with Springfield. It is hoped that this 
contact may be continued to the benefit of library service. 


The policy of printing quarterly reports of Illinois 
Libraries shall be discontinued in favor of monthly bulletins 
and a yearly resume’ following the annual conference of the 
Illinois Library Association. We feel that the monthly bulle- 
tins will carry to you timelier news and suggestions and that 
although they will be shorter than their quarterly predeces- 
sors that their greater frequency will accomplish more good. 


The monthly bulletins will carry important announce- 
ments. They will carry news of the several branches of the 

State Library with suggestions as to how these branches may 

be used to the best advantage by libraries and their patrons 
throughout Illinois. The bulletins also will serve as a news 
medium of the public libraries of the State. What is being 
done in one library is of interest to other libraries and these 
bulletins can be made to serve as a clearing organ of 
information. 


It is not our purpose that this new service shall assume 
an aspect of formal dicta coming to you from a distant 
fountainhead of self-appointed knowledge. Rather let it be 
looked upon as an exchange medium of ideas and news. We 
shall welcome your suggestions and news for the good of the 
libraries of Illinois. 
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LIBRARY CONFERENCE NEWS 


THE Annual Conference of Illinois librar- 
ians and library trustees is scheduled for 
Nov. 3, 4, and 5 at the Palmer House in 
Chicago. The tentative program received 
at the Administrative office of the State 
Library at Springfield indicates excellent 
and variegated sessions which should at- 
tract a large attendance at the Conference. 

The general theme of the convention ses- 
sions will be Co-Ordinated Library Service, 
and at the opening general session an ad- 
dress on The Fundamentals of Co-Ordinated 
Library Service will be delivered by Dr. 
Malcolm S. MacLean, Director of the Gen- 
eral College of the University of Minnesota. 

The General College at Minnesota is a 
most interesting educational development. 
It is designed primarily to provide broad 
training for that large body of students who 
seek a wide view rather than specialized 
study. It provides general training for the 
many students who for one reason or an- 
other are prevented from attending during 
the conventional four year college course. 

Dr. MacLean’s experience in this field of 
training which is closer to the ordinary lay- 
man than are the more academic and spe- 
cialized college fields should fit him for 
particular understanding of public library 
service and make his address an interesting 
opening for the convention. 

Another feature of the Wednesday ses- 
sion will be a Survey of Recent Publica- 
tions by Professor Percy H. Boynton who 
has long been associated with the Depart- 
ment of English of the University of 
Chicago. Mr. Boynton has of recent years 
given book reviews on the radio. 

Ruth Sawyer, who was awarded the 
Newbery medal for 1937 for her book 
Roller Skates, will be the guest speaker at 
the luncheon of the Children’s section 
Thursday noon. The Newbery medal, 
named for John Newbery, first printer of 
children’s books in this country, is given 
each year at the annual conference of the 
A. L. A. in recognition of the most dis- 
tinguished contribution to children’s liter- 
ature written by an American during the 
year. 

Tentative Program for the Illinois 
Library Association, annual convention, 
Palmer House, Chicago, November 3, 4, and 
S, 1937. 


WEDNESDAY 
2:30 P. M. General Session 


The Fundamentals of Co-ordinated Li- 
brary Service, by Prof. Malcolm S. Mac- 
Lean, University of Minnesota. 

A Survey of Recent Publications, by Prof. 
Percy H. Boynton, University of Chicago. 


Evening. No sessions. Informal pro- 
gram for those who do not care to venture 
abroad. 


THURSDAY 
9:30 A. M. General Session 


Plans for coordinating library service in 
Illinois, by Helene H. Rogers, Superintend- 
ent Library Divisions. 


10:15 A. M. Section Meetings 


Section for Library Work with Children. 

Mrs. Hope Gingles, Public Library, Mo- 
line, Chairman. 

College Library Section. 

Mabel F. Gardiner, Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, Evanston, Chairman. 

Noon. Sectional luncheons. 


2:30 P. M. Section Meetings 


Trustee and Reference Section. 

Mrs. Geo. H. Tomlinson, Evanston Public 
Library, Chairman. 

Loan Section. 

Charlotte Ryan, Public Library, Jack- 
sonville, Chairman. 
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The Annual Dinner will be held Thurs- 
day evening in the Palmer House under the 
auspices of the Chicago Library Club. The 
speaker of the evening will be Howard 
Vincent O’Brien, former literary editor of 
the Chicago Daily News and author of the 
widely read column All Things Considered. 


FRIDAY 
10:00 A. M. General Session 


Committee reports under the general 
topic of What’s Next. 

An address on What’s Next in Library 
Service. 

Speaker to be announced. 


ROOM SERVICE 


Headquarters for the Library Conference, 
November 3, 4, and 5 will be at the Palmer 
House in Chicago, so we quote here the 
room prices of that hotel. Single, $3.50 
and up; double, $5.00 and up. There are 
numerous hotels within walking distance of 
the headquarters and with widely varying 
prices. A list of hotels and their prices 
and suggested restaurants will be found 
listed at the Registration Desk at the Con- 
ference, and staff members of the Chicago 
Public Library will be pleased to help visit- 
ing librarians in selections of accommoda- 
tions. 
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NOTES ABOUT THE STATE 


BOOK WEEK 


This year, November 14 to 20, has been 
designated as Book Week, having as its 
theme Reading—The Magic Highway to 
Adventure—thus emphasizing the truly cre- 
ative books. 

In planning a program, school party, or 
contest, you may be interested in consult- 
ing some of the books, pamphlets and mag- 
azines in the State Library collection that 
are available to all. 

As in previous years the National Asso- 
ciation of Book Publishers, 347 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, is making available an 
attractive poster at a very small cost of 
twenty-five cents. 


PARNASSUS ON WHEELS 


The Bookmobiles, which have brought so 
much to hitherto non-library areas in IIli- 
nois, and which operate under the National 
Youth Administration, have resumed their 
school routes in Clark, Gallatin, Monroe, 
Calhoun, Kendall, Will, and Grundy Coun- 
ties. The rolling stock of these mobile 
libraries is steadily increasing and the 
benefit which they have given to rural 
schools is lasting. 


BOOKS FOR THE HOSPITALIZED 


The National Youth Administration an- 
nounces the installation of Hospital Library 
Service at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Joliet. 
Books are derived from Joliet, Lockport, 
and Plainfield libraries and distributed 
through the hospital by NYA workers. The 
staff which is servicing the hospital include 
a trained story teller, an interpreter in 
Spanish and Polish, and a girl who is ac- 
complished as a dramatic reader. The hos- 
pital furnishes the truck on which the books 
are wheeled from room to room for personal 
selections by the patients. 


MISS WARNER RESIGNS 


Announcement has been made of the res- 
ignation of Acting Superintendent Hallie 
Warner of the Extension Division of the 
Illinois State Library at Springfield. Miss 
Warner’s resignation took effect on October 
1, when she left to join her husband, Mal- 
colm Swann, in their new home in Green- 
ville, Texas. 


BOOKS INTO PEOPLE 


A news release from the American 
Library Association received by us recently 
calls attention to a book of Dr. Fred East- 


man’s “Books That Have Shaped The 
World”. In this exciting volume Dr. East- 
man points to 200 hooks, a listing which 
wili help the reader who stands bewildered 
in the crowded company of printed mate- 
rial. Dr. Eastman puts his plea for intelli- 
gent and profitable reading succinctly: 
“These books are not paper and ink and 
cloth; they are persons. For the most part 
they are a company of immortals who have 
weathered the centuries and are now march- 
ing toward eternity. They invited me to 
walk with them a little way. They opened 
their hearts to me. They told me of their 
adventures, their romances, their medita- 
tions, and their expectations of the inner 
world. They lifted my horizons. They 
made me laugh and cry and rejoice to be 
living in the same world. They invite 
you too.” 

This little volume, 64 pages, is an excel- 
lent adjunct to any library and Simon 
Schuster offers it at $1.00. 


FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Have you seen the list of books for the 
pre-school child which has recently been 
revised by the Children’s Department of 
the Evanston Public Library? It is called 
“A library for the youngest,” mimeographed 
on one sheet of colored paper. This is a 
splendid help to parents. 


A. L. A. MEETINGS 


The Palmer House, at State and Monroe 
Streets, Chicago, will be headquarters for 
the A. L. A. Midwinter conference, Decem- 
ber 27 to 30, 1937. 

June 13 to 18 has been selected as the 
time for the 1938 annual conference of the 
American Library Association, to be held 
in Kansas City, Missouri. General sessions, 
exhibits, and a majority of group meetings 
will be held in the Municipal Auditorium, 
which is located within three blocks of 
seven hotels that will reserve a total of 
more than thirteen hundred rooms for dele- 
gates. 


LIBRARY EXAMINATIONS 


An examination is to be given by the 
State Civil Service Commission on Satur- 
day, November 6, 1937, for positions in the 
State Library as Cataloger and in the Uni- 
versity of Illinois as Junior Library Assist- 
ant. Anyone interested should write to the 
Civil Service Commission, Centennial 


Building, Springfield. 
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Whe Library 


Extracts from A.L.A. Bulletin 


By William E. Marcus——_! 


IT is possible that I have been asked to 
review this new book published by the 
American Library Association, The Library 
Trustee,* because as a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the A. L. A. Trustees 
Section, I was among those, three years 
ago, who strongly recommended the creation 
of such an aid for trustees. 

So much had been written on the subject 
of library administration for librarians that 
such material is thoroughly modern and 
complete. Practically nothing had been 
done for trustees since the beginning of the 
depression, and there did not exist any 
comprehensive manual specifically prepared 
for trustees, solving their problems as dif- 
ferentiated from those of the professional 
staff of a library. This book is the answer 
to that need, and I feel certain that it will 
become an essential tool for all trustees who 
take their responsibilities seriously. 


TWO MAIN FUNCTIONS 


The Library Trustee has been created to 
be helpful in two ways—first, to serve as 
the major introduction to all new trustees 
appointed to library boards, bringing to- 
gether all the material which concerns their 
stewardship and duties; and, second, to pro- 
vide in handy reference form authoritative 
material on all subjects confronting trustees. 
It is designed to help them avoid pitfalls 
which have hampered many libraries, and 
to give them the benefit of the best thought 
resulting from the accumulated experience 
and successful administration of libraries 
by trustees and librarians. 

The art of serving as trustee of a public 
library requires even more initial applica- 
tion and continuing education, because the 
trustee usually starts from scratch and has 
not specifically trained and equipped himself 
for years to practice a chosen profession. 


EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


The library trustee is essentially a di- 
rector of a business, and his duties and 
responsibilities are in general analogous to 
those of a corporate director. When ap- 
pointed to the position of trustee of a li- 
brary, it is assumed that the appointee has 


been educated in the world of experience 
and thus become equipped with the attri- 
butes which make it unnecessary for him 
to spend years in preparing himself to serve 
the institution. How important it becomes, 
therefore, to have available in easily usable 
form in one book the accumulated expe- 
riences which have been found successful in 
library trusteeship, and which will supply 
much of the knowledge definitely necessary 
to administer the affairs of such a compli- 
cated business as a public library. It is 
almost as important to know what to avoid 
as what to do. This book has set forth 
the caution and danger signals, as well as 
prescribed policies which should prove 
sound and successful. 


EXTENDING EDUCATION 


Medical and scientific journals are pub- 
lished to keep the profession informed of 
the latest discoveries and developments— 
that is, as interim reports between the pub- 
lication of new technical books. The vari- 
ous library journals perform a_ similar 
service for libraries, and it is definitely the 
duty of every library trustee to subscribe 
to such a journal and comb from it the 
material which will provide his continuing 
education as a trustee. 


TRUSTEE’S BIBLE 


Too much credit cannot be given for the 
vision and resourcefulness shown in creat- 
ing this indispensable aid. It is the prod- 
uct, in important part, of trustees, in that 
it embodies so extensively their views and 
opinions and philosophies. It is appropri- 
ate and sound that it should be so. May 
I express for library trustees everywhere 
their gratitude to the American Library 
Association for this new book which will 
serve as a veritable bible during the com- 
ing years, and may I congratulate Miss 
Anna Hall upon her assemblage of the ma- 
terial in such a skillful manner and upon 
her success in making it such a practical 
reference book. 


* Hall, Anna Gertrude. The Library Trus- 
$035 American Library Association, 1937. 


October 3, 1917. 
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